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or HARRIMAN AND VANCE 


SAIGON FOR BUNKER AND ABRAMS^ have , 

1. The TCC’s are now /on boards and HARVAN private 

/! at-2Ipp,^(Parisptime,). __ 

meeting with DRV XXKMfe&igQQffi: October 15. We must now give 

immediate thought to the timing of cessation and public announce 
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ments to follow. Accordingly, we request your iXSgiixt comments o 
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a 5 y c e?Sg e gi W„> .nd Subsequent Pr e sidential^ 

Statements » We are strongly xnciinea co ravor a snore join - 
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announcement by the two Presidents, along the lines of the text ' , ||g 
contained in paragraph 7 below. Please obtain Thieu's concurrence^jjgg 
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been fully in on the decision, and would permit both Presidents^ to - 

issue immediately thereafter individual statements as they see frt., 

-ler our own case, we_ have in mind a statement by the President jij| 

would follow almost immediately the formal joint announcement. 
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"See also Paragraph 7 below., . I 

3. Timing of Announcement . This of course relates directly to the 
timing of cessation itself, and we must take account of the following 

factors: can be made effective 24 hours after a stop bombing order 

a. Cessation/s^xaMl&QfXmXieSSmiXiMl^^ 

issued, and cessatiSn^^et a? a reasonable hour of the day from the 
standpoint of tslx ixai: military feasibility and clarity. 
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b. The formal joint announcement must be at a reasonable time 
in both Washington and Saigon, taking into account the 12-hour time 

difference. 

the next day by meeting 

a& Cessation should be followed* 

XEEXS5SSXSK Reps are included 

in Paris at which GVN 
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4. Possible Time Sequence - If the DRV agrees to GVN participation and 
understanding of our key points on DMZ and cities and there is no hang~up 

on reconnaisance issue at private meeting on evening of October 14, you 

upon formal clearance as proposedXKX below, 
may inform Thuy/that cessation will occur on October 16 and arrange for 


first "serious talk" with GVN included on morning of October 17 
Possible sequence follows: 


lo' DRV agrees to GVN participation 

2. Issue orders to stop bombing 

(16 1700 EES EDT) 

3. Tell Paris to inform DRV of times 


EDT 



Saigon 

Paris 

Washington 

15 

0400 

15 2100 

15 

1600 

16 

0500 

15 2200 

15 

1700 

1') f - 

1Z22-. gO 

16 

0500 

15 2200 . 

15 


5. 

Inform TCC ! s of timing 

16 

0500 

15 

2200 

15 

1700 

6. 

Brief candidates 

16 

0600 

15 

2300 

15 

1800 

7. 

Brief leadership 

16 

0700 

15 

2400 

15 

1900 

8. 

Joint announcement 

16 

0800 

16 

0100 

15 

2000 

9. 

Presidential statement 

16 

0800+ 

16 

0100+ 

15 

2000+ 

.0. 

Backgrounder 

16 

0900 

16 

0200 

15 

2100 

.1. 

Bombing stops 

17 

0500 

16 

2200 

16 

1700 

.2. 

Paris meeting - GVN included 

17 

1700 

17 

1000 

17 

0500 
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5 . Substance of Announcement and Statement . It is clear from the 
Paris talks that we shall not repeat not be able to include mention of 
the specific military areas on which we have expressed our pss position 
and believe it to be understood. Our language in this area must, we 
believe, be general and in keeping with the exchanges in Paris. 

6 . A more difficult question is whether the announcement and 
one day before the first "serious talk", 

s ta tement,/can refer to the inclusion of the GVN_._ On this we need urgent 

Paris advice, and have done the drafts below with optional language 

that might be included or omitted depending on whether it was possible 

, . . Obviously inclusion of GVN 

to make express reference to this point. _ . 

participation would add great strength to statements here and in Saigon. 

7. Draft texts of joint announcement to be made at identieal times 

in Wa&ington and Saigon: 


BEGIN TEXT: 


President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Republic of Vietnam and President 

Lyndon B. Johnson of the United States of America, announce that all air, 

naval and artillery bombardment on or within the territory of the- 

tqrl£> t0500 



Democratic Republic of Vietnam}4§S ceaseS;' as of hours Wffi Xj p S 

Sp.igfituti.me • 

f t 

A formal session of the Paris talks will be convened at &L000X hours 

-- l - .'1 / 
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C&SXX&, Paris time,/(at wfc 
_will be present). 
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The two Presidents have issued the order to cease bombardment after 

XSXKK consultation with the Governments of Australia, the Republic of 
■ ' * 

Korea, New Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines, and Thailand. END 


TEXT. 


Draft Presidential statement: 
highest level) 

BEGIN TEXT 


. (Staff document only not yet approved at 




I have today ordered that all air, naval, and artillery bombardment 

wiiii; 1700 

of North Vietnam cease as of Washington time* 

tomorrow-.^ « 

President Thieu and I have reached this decision in the belief 
that this action would lead to progress toward a peaceful settlement in 
Vietnam. This conclusion is based on developments in South Vietnam 
as well as in the Paris talks. 

•This is not the time for me to tell you exactly how we have arrived 

at this point. I have briefed the three candidates fHxtks for the 

■ / \ 

presidency and the congressional leadership. But this is a moment for 

reticence on the part of all. 

You should know, however, that: 

-- The decision made is wholly consistent .with my many public 


statements on a bombing cessation; 


to me 


The decision was recommended taxme:, and is fully supported by,_| 
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the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defease, and the Joint 


~1 


Chiefs of Staff; their recommendations and support are based on the 

r' 

views stated by Ambassador Bunker and General Abrams 

v 

as well as by Ambassadors Harriman and Vance; 

President Thieu has joined fully in the decision on the basis 
°f full information on all developments, and the decision is con- 

" 1 I 

curred in, on the same basis, by the Chiefs of State or Government 
of the other nations fighting with us in Vietnam, withwhom we have 
also consulted regularly: Australia, the Republic of Korea, New 
Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines, and Thailand. 

More than that I cannot now say. 

What we expect -- and have a right to expect -- are prompt, serious, 

and intensive negotiations in an atmosphere conducive to progress. As 
u ^eye^iug 

the joint announcement of this fSS&SSSgC has already made clear, a formal 

session of the Paris talks will be convened at ^100Q.)c hours 
. ^October? 17 

Paris time,/(at which representatives of the Republic of Vietnam will 
be present). 

I am sure your prayers will be joined with mine -- and with those of 
all humanity that this action will prove to be a major step on the road 
to a firm, stable, and honorable peace in Southeast Asia. END TEXT 

kkxx xro J 

If Thxeu plans similar individual statement^..pleas^-adva^e^^^. 

£X of text in advance if possible. ,RUSK~VVi 
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